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Douglas County Board of County Commissioners  

AGENDA ACTION SHEET  

Title:  For possible action.  Discussion and direction on Vacation Home Rentals 
in Douglas County, including short -term, on -line rental companies such as 
Airbnb. 10 min - 30 min. (Mimi Moss)  

Recommended Motion:  Direct staff to:  
1. Continue with the existing adopted vacation home rental provisions of the 
Douglas County Development Code, Title 20, Chapter 5.40, or  
2. Bring an item before the Douglas County Board of Commissioners for 
modification of the Douglas County Development Code, Title 20, Chapter 5.40.  

Financial Impact : None  

Prepared by:  Mimi Moss, Director Community Development  

Meeting Date:  March 21, 2017  Time Required:  45 minutes  

Agenda:  Administrative  

Background Information:  Chapter 5.40  of the Douglas County Development 
Code identifies the standards for permitting a Vacation Home Rental in the 
Tahoe Township portion of Douglas County.  The code was enacted in 2005, 
after holding public workshops and hearing concerns from neighborhood 
residents.  Currently there are approximately 400 vacation home rental permits 
for properties at Lake Tahoe, with eight of those permits having an open 
violation case being handled by the code enforcement officer.  Violations 
include parking on the street, no ise, and improper use of trash receptacles. 
During the summer, the number of violations increase to approximately 20.    
 
The initial fee for this permit is $100.00, with a renewal fee of $75.00. A copy of  
the County's permit application and code section is attached for discussion.  
 
Over the past year, there has been interest and discussion regarding the  
vacation home rental standards and code provisions enacted by the City of 
South Lake Tahoe (CSLT), and whether the County should have similar 
provisions.   Unlike Douglas County, the CSLT requires inspections of all units 
before the issuance of the permit and prior to a renewal.  Property owners 
within 300 feet are noticed of the permit request and the Zoning Administrator 
hears the item under a public hear ing.  Occupancy is based on available 
parking and bedrooms, whichever is the lesser number.  A copy of the CSLT 
code provisions (chapter 3.50) are also attached for discussion.  
 
An additional discussion item at this workshop is the use of on -line short te rm 
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rental companies such as Airbnb, and whether vacation home rental lodging 
uses should be allowed outside the Tahoe Basin.  As with any transient use, 
local communities are questioning how non owner -occupied units should be 
regulated.  

 

Agenda Item #  1 
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